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(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To prevent air pollution before the processing of a 



processed body, to improve a product yield, and to achieve the 
effective utilization of an installation space and the miniaturization 
of a transfer processing device. 

CONSTITUTION: Processing chambers 1a and 1b, storage 
chambers 2a and 2b, and a pre-processing storage chamber 3 are 
disposed around a transfer chamber 4 via gate valves 5. A transfer 
means 6 is disposed in the transfer chamber 4 for managing the 
transfer of a wafer W from and into the processing chambers 1a 
and 1b, the storage chambers 2a and 2b and the pre-processing 
storage chamber 3. An N2 gas supply source 8 is connected 
respectively to the processing chambers 1a and 1b, the storage 
chambers 2a and 2b, the pre- processing chamber 3 and the 
transfer chamber 4 via an N2 gas supply pipe 7. Also, a vacuum 
pump 10 is connected to them via an exhaust pipe 9. Thereby, the 
processing chambers 1a and 1b, the storage chambers 2a and 2b, 
the pre- processing chamber 3 and the transfer chamber 4 are 




filled with an atmosphere of N2 gas, and hence it is possible to 

prevent the adhesion of a natural oxide film and particles to the 

surface of the wafer W in a non-processed state or while it is being processed. 
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* NOTICES * 

JPO and NCIPI are not responsible for any 
damages caused by the use of this translation, 

1 .This document has been translated by computer. So the translation may not reflect the original precisely. 
2.**** shows the word which can not be translated. 
3. In the drawings, any words are not translated. 



CLAIMS 



[Claim(s)] 

[Claim 1] The processing room which processes a processed object, the receipt room which contains a 
processed object, and the receipt room for pretreatment which contains the processed object pretreated, The 
conveyance room arranged through an airtight closing motion means between the above-mentioned processing 
room, a receipt room, and the receipt room for pretreatment, The conveyance processor carry out it being 
arranged in the above-mentioned conveyance interior of a room, providing a conveyance means to manage 
taking out and carrying in of the above-mentioned processing room, a receipt room, and the processed object of 
the receipt interior of a room for pretreatment, and carrying out the above-mentioned processing room, a receipt 
room, the receipt room for pretreatment, and the conveyance interior of a room as a predetermined gas ambient 
atmosphere as the description. 

[Claim 2] The conveyance processor according to claim 1 carry out constituting at the conveyance mechanical 
component which exposes a conveyance means to the conveyance interior of a room, and the above-mentioned 
conveyance room and the rise-and-fall mechanical component arranged in the drive interior of a room divided, 
arranging an airtight means intercept a conveyance room and a drive room when a conveyance mechanical 
component is maximum-exposed to the conveyance interior of a room between the above-mentioned 
conveyance mechanical component and a rise-and-fall mechanical component, and making the above- 
mentioned drive interior of a room different from the above-mentioned conveyance room to a predetermined 
gas ambient atmosphere as the description. 



[Translation done.] 
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION 



[Detailed Description of the Invention] 
[0001] 

[Industrial Application] This invention relates to the conveyance processor which conveys processed objects, 

such as for example, a semi-conductor wafer, in the predetermined processing section. 

[0002] 

[Description of the Prior Art] The impurity installation equipment which generally introduces the thin film 
deposition system which forms a thin film on the surface of a wafer, the oxidation system which forms an oxide 
film, and an impurity in the manufacture process of a semi-conductor wafer (a wafer is told to below) is used. 
And the surface treatment equipment processed with a gas reaction and heating is used as equipment which 
forms these thin films, an oxide film, etc. 

[0003] In order to process a wafer conventionally using this kind of surface treatment equipment, after heat- 
treating with conveyance means, such as a conveyance arm, from the cassette which held the wafer of 
predetermined number of sheets by conveying a wafer to the processing interior of a room of drawing and 
surface treatment equipment, the wafer is taken out from the processing room. Moreover, in order to aim at 
improvement in processing efficiency, while arranging two or more surface treatment equipments, the 
conveyance means is arranged to the processing room of each surface treatment equipment. 
[0004] 

[Problem(s) to be Solved by the Invention] However, in this conventional kind of equipment, since it was 
conveying to the direct-processing interior of a room out of atmospheric air when conveying a processed object 
in the processing room of surface treatment equipment, the processed object was exposed into atmospheric air, 
air pollution of the processed object was carried out by adhesion of a contaminant, formation of the natural 
oxidation film, etc., and there was a possibility of causing the fall of the product yield. 
[0005] moreover, since it was necessary to also make a conveyance means into two or more need to two or 
more processing rooms, or to make the successive range of a conveyance means large when two or more 
processing rooms are prepared, while enlarging the installation tooth space, there was also a problem that 
equipment had to be enlarged. 

[0006] It aims at offering the conveyance processor which this invention was made in view of the above- 
mentioned situation, prevents the air pollution before processing of a processed object, and aims at 
improvement in the product yield, and enabled it to attain a deployment of an installation tooth space, and the 
miniaturization of equipment. 
[0007] 

[Means for Solving the Problem] In order to attain the above-mentioned purpose, the conveyance processor of 
this invention The processing room which processes a processed object, the receipt room which contains a 
processed object, and the receipt room for pretreatment which contains the processed object pretreated, The 
conveyance room arranged through an airtight closing motion means between the above-mentioned processing 
room, a receipt room, and the receipt room for pretreatment, It is arranged in the above-mentioned conveyance 
interior of a room, a conveyance means to manage taking out and carrying in of the above-mentioned 
processing room, a receipt room, and the processed object of the receipt interior of a room for pretreatment is 
provided, and it carries out carrying out the above-mentioned processing room, a receipt room, the receipt room 
for pretreatment, and the conveyance interior of a room as a predetermined gas ambient atmosphere as the 
description. 

[0008] Although it will be easy to be the thing of the device of arbitration if the above-mentioned conveyance 
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. . means is arranged in the conveyance interior of a room and taking out and carrying in of a processing room, a 
receipt room, and the processed object of the receipt interior of a room for pretreatment are managed in this 
invention A conveyance means is preferably constituted from a conveyance mechanical component exposed to 
the conveyance interior of a room, and the above-mentioned conveyance room and the rise-and-fall mechanical 
component arranged in the drive interior of a room divided. Between the above-mentioned conveyance 
mechanical component and a rise-and-fall mechanical component It is better to arrange an airtight means to 
intercept a conveyance room and a drive room, when a conveyance mechanical component is maximum- 
exposed to the conveyance interior of a room, and to make the above-mentioned drive interior of a room into a 
predetermined gas ambient atmosphere apart from the above-mentioned conveyance room. 
[0009] 

[Function] According to the conveyance processor of this invention constituted as mentioned above, by making 
into a predetermined gas ambient atmosphere the receipt room, the receipt room for pretreatment, and the 
conveyance interior of a room which are connected through an airtight closing motion means, the processed 
object under unsettled and processing can be intercepted with atmospheric air, and can be protected from air 
pollution. Moreover, a processed object can be conveyed with one kind of conveyance means by arranging a 
conveyance room between a processing room, a receipt room, and the receipt room for pretreatment. Moreover, 
the rise-and-fall mechanical component of the drive interior of a room is made as for Lycium chinense to a 
vacuum ambient atmosphere at **** at a predetermined gas ambient atmosphere by making into a 
predetermined gas ambient atmosphere the drive interior of a room divided from a conveyance room apart from 
a conveyance room. 
[0010] 

[Example] The example of this invention is explained at a detail based on a drawing below. Here, the case 
where the conveyance processor of this invention is applied to the surface treatment equipment of a wafer is 
explained. 

[001 1] As for drawing 1 , the outline block diagram of the conveyance processor of this invention is shown, 
and, as for drawing 2 , that outline perspective view is shown. 

[0012] Two processing rooms la and lb where the conveyance processor of this invention processes the wafer 
W which is a processed object, It comes to provide two receipt room 2a which contains Wafer W, 2b, the 
receipt room 3 for pretreatment which contains the wafer W pretreated, and the conveyance room 4 arranged 
through the gate valve 5 which is an airtight closing motion means between the processing rooms la and lb, 
receipt room 2a, 2b, and the receipt room 3 for pretreatment. And in the conveyance room 4, a conveyance 
means 6 to manage taking out and carrying in of the wafer W in the processing rooms la and lb, receipt room 
2a, 2b, and the receipt room 3 for pretreatment is arranged. Moreover, inert gas, such as nitrogen (N2) gas and 
an argon (Ar), or the supply pipe 7 (N2 gas supply line is told to below) of mixed gas with these is conveyance 
minded [ the processing rooms la and lb, receipt room 2a, 2b, the receipt room 3 for pretreatment, and / 4 ], for 
example, respectively, and it is N2. While the source 8 of gas supply is connected, the vacuum pump 10 is 
connected through the exhaust pipe 9. In addition, bulbs 1 1 and 12 are arranged by the gas supply line 8 and the 
exhaust pipe 9, respectively. 

[0013] Receipt room 2a which holds Wafer W, and 2b come to provide gate valve 5a which opens and closes 
between external atmospheric-air ambient atmospheres, and the turntable 13 which rotates by the rolling 
mechanism which is not illustrated, and five wafer cassettes 14 are laid at equal intervals on the turntable 13 in 
the hoop direction. Thus, receipt room 2a constituted and 2b are N2 from the gas supply line 7 after 
decompressing to the predetermined degree of vacuum with the vacuum pump 10. It is N2 from the vent pipe 
which is not illustrated where gas is supplied. Gas is exhausted and it is always new N2. When gas circulates, 
the particle generated in receipt room 2a and 2b was discharged, and adhesion of particle to Wafer W is 
controlled. 

[0014] The conveyance means 6 arranged in the conveyance room 4 consists of a conveyance mechanical 
component 15 exposed in the conveyance room 4, and a rise-and-fall mechanical component 17 arranged in the 
conveyance room 4 and the drive room 16 divided, as shown in drawing 3 . In this case, the drive base 19 which 
goes up and down the upper part of the drive room 16 by the rise-and-fall motor 1 8 by which the conveyance 
mechanical component 15 is arranged in the drive room 16, 1st arm 22a which rotates horizontally with the 
drive motor 21 arranged through the airtight means 20 of a magnetic seal etc. in the drive base 19, It is formed 
by the multi-indirect conveyance arm robot which consists of wafer maintenance arm it is connected [ wafer / 

http://www4.ipdl.ncipi.go.jp/cgi-bin/tran_web_cgi_ejje 10/15/2004 



• • . • Page 3 of 5 

, . point / of arm 22of ** 2nd it is connected / 22/ point / of 1st aim 22a / pivotable b, and 2nd arm 22b ] pivotable 
22c. Thus, the conveyance means 6 constituted is formed free [ a perpendicular direction (V), horizontal 
rotation (theta), and migration in the flexible direction (H) ] of the drive of the rise-and-fall motor 18 and a 
drive motor 21. In addition, although the drawing explained the case where wafer maintenance arm 22c was 
one, it is also possible to set spacing for wafer maintenance arm 22c suitably perpendicularly, and to prepare 
more than one (for example, five pieces) to it. Moreover, the movable block 23 has fixed in the lower limit 
section of the drive base 19, and this movable block 23 is screwed in the ball-thread shaft 25 arranged in 
parallel with a guide rail 24 while it is arranged possible [ sliding ] along with two guide rails 24 arranged 
perpendicularly in parallel in the drive room 16. And the ball-thread shaft 25 is connected with the rise-and-fall 
motor 18 through the transfer devices 26, such as a gear. Therefore, the ball-thread shaft 25 rotates through the 
transfer device 26 by the drive of the rise-and-fall motor 18, and the drive base 19 and the conveyance 
mechanical component 15 go up and down through the movable block 23 with rotation of the ball-thread shaft 
25. 

[0015] Moreover, the tie-down plate 28 is arranged in the upper part of the movable block 23 of the drive base 
19 through the accordion tube 27 made from the stainless steel for buffer prevention, and the top face of this tie- 
down plate 28 is equipped with O ring 29 which is an airtight means to contact the circumference inferior 
surface of tongue of up opening of the drive room 16. Therefore, when the drive base 19 moves to the topmost 
part by the drive of the rise-and-fall motor 18, and O ring 29 contacts the up inferior surface of tongue of the 
drive room 16, the conveyance room 4 is divided by the airtight condition in the drive room 16. 
[0016] Furthermore, N2 [ different from the gas supply line 7 connected to the drive room 16 constituted as 
mentioned above at the conveyance room 4 ] Gas supply line 7a is minded and it is N2. While source-of-supply 
8a is connected, a vent pipe 30 is connected, and for the conveyance room 4, the inside of the drive room 16 is 
N2 by the gas supply system of another network. It sets in a gas ambient atmosphere. 
[0017] As mentioned above, it is not necessary to make into vacuums a drive system 18, i.e., the rise-and-fall 
motor, an encoder which is not illustrated of the rise-and-fall mechanical component 17, and the thing for usual 
atmospheric air can be used by carrying out separation formation of the conveyance means 6 at the conveyance 
mechanical component 15 and the rise-and-fall mechanical component 17. Moreover, N2 where the conveyance 
mechanical component 15 is maximum-exposed in the conveyance room 4, after making the inside of the 
conveyance room 4 into a vacua Since gas can be supplied, it is little N2. The oxygen (02) concentration in the 
conveyance room 4 can be fallen by use of gas. 

[0018] The surface treatment equipment 40 which heat-treats to coincidence two or more wafers W which the 
above-mentioned processing rooms la and lb came to arrange in the interior the wafer boat 31 which goes up 
and down Wafer W, and were held by the wafer boat 31 above the processing rooms la and lb is carried. In this 
case, the ramp 33 which it can go up and down with the drive which is not illustrated to a pedestal 32 as a wafer 
boat 31 is shown in drawing 4 , The rotor plate 34 bearing of the rotation of is made free by the rolling 
mechanism which is not illustrated on this ramp 33, It consists of a heat insulating mould 35 laid pivotable on 
this rotor plate 34, and four stanchions 36 set up above a heat insulating mould 35, and by the retention groove 
(not shown) of spacing, such as having been prepared in the opposite side face of each strut 36, two or more 
wafers W can be set and spacing can be held now. 

[0019] As surface treatment equipment 40 is shown in drawing 5 , the principal part consists of reaction 
containers 43 which consist of a container liner 41 made from a quartz which sets spacing suitably in the shape 
of a said alignment, and is arranged, and an outer case 42 made from a quartz. Moreover, the outer case 42 and 
the container liner 41 are held in that lower limit with the tubed manifold 45 formed by stainless steel etc., 
respectively, and this manifold 45 is being fixed with the base plate which is not illustrated. Opening of the 
lower limit section of a manifold 45 is opened and closed in the ramp 33 of the above-mentioned wafer boat 3 1 . 
Moreover, the injector 46 is airtightly inserted into the reaction container 43 from the side face of a manifold 
45, and inner one end of this manifold 45 was crooked in the shape of L character, and is perpendicularly 
extended towards the upper part inside the container liner 41. Disilane (CiH2 C12) gas and ammonia gas (NH3) 
which are gas for CVD from the source of gas supply (not shown) connected to the outer edge side of an 
injector 46 It is supplied in the reaction container 43 from effluence-of-gas opening 46a. The raw gas with 
which processing was presented within the reaction container 43 is discharged outside from the exhaust air way 
47 established in the side face of a manifold 45. 

[0020] On the other hand, the pre-treatment equipments 50, such as a washing station, are connected with the 
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receipt room 3 for pretreatment through the gate valve 5. In this receipt room 3 for pretreatment, the wafer 
temporary attaching part 37 which carries out the temporary receipt of the required wafer W of pretreatment is 
arranged. This wafer temporary attaching part 37 can carry out temporary maintenance of the wafer W at the 
retention groove 39 which set regular intervals to the wall with which it comes to lay the rectangle frame-like 
buffer cassette 38 in ramp 33a which can go up and down freely with the drive which is not illustrated to 
pedestal 32a, and the buffer cassette 38 counters, and was prepared in it, as shown in drawing 6 . Therefore, 
where temporary maintenance of the wafer W conveyed with the conveyance means 6 is carried out at the 
buffer cassette 38, Wafer W can be held with the conveyance arm 51 by the side of a pre-treatment equipment 
50, it can convey to a pre-treatment equipment, and batch processing and sheet processing can be changed in the 
receipt room 3 for pretreatment. 

[0021] Next, the actuation mode of the conveyance processor of this invention is explained with reference to 
drawing 1 . 

[0022] ** an example 1 - N2 after operating a vacuum pump 10 and first making the inside of receipt room 2a, 
2b, the conveyance room 4, the processing rooms la and lb, and the receipt room 3 for pretreatment into a 
vacua on the occasion of use each interior of a room from the source 8 of gas supply - N2 gas — supplying - 
each interior of a room — N2 It is made a gas ambient atmosphere. Under the present circumstances, the 
conveyance mechanical component 15 of the conveyance means 6 arranged in the conveyance room 4 is moved 
to the best location, the drive room 1 6 and the conveyance room 4 are intercepted with O ring 29, and it is N2 of 
another network in the drive room 16. Source of gas supply 8a to N2 The inside of the drive room 16 is also N2 
by supplying gas. It is made a gas ambient atmosphere and is 02 of each **. Concentration is reduced. 
[0023] Next, the gate valve 5 between 1st receipt room 2a and the conveyance room 4 opens wide. After 
receiving Wafer W from the inside of the wafer cassette 14 by which wafer maintenance arm 22c of the 
conveyance means 6 inserted into receipt room 2a, and was contained in receipt room 2a, the gate valve 5 
between the conveyance room 4 and 1st processing room la opens wide. Wafer maintenance arm 22c inserts 
into 1st processing room la, and a wafer is delivered to the wafer boat 31 in 1st processing room la. 
[0024] Thus, predetermined processing is performed, after the gate valve 5 between the conveyance room 4 and 
1st processing room la closing, and a wafer boat's 31 going up, after delivering the wafer W of predetermined 
number of sheets to a wafer boat 31, and inserting into the reaction container 43 of the 1st surface-preparation 
equipment 40 and intercepting the reaction container 43 and 1st processing room la with the ramp 33 of a wafer 
boat 31. While performing surface treatment of Wafer W in the 1st surface treatment equipment 40, it is also 
possible to deliver the wafer W in 2nd receipt room 2b to the wafer boat 3 1 in 2nd processing room lb, and to 
process Wafer W with the 2nd surface treatment equipment 40 like the above with the conveyance means 6. 
[0025] After descending a wafer boat 3 1 from the reaction container 43 after the surface preparation of Wafer 
W is completed, and moving into 1st processing room la, by actuation contrary to the above-mentioned, the 
wafer [ finishing / processing ] W is delivered to the wafer cassette 14 in 1st receipt room 2a, and processing of 
Wafer W is completed. Moreover, the wafer [ finishing / processing of 2nd processing room lb / similarly ] W 
is received and passed to the wafer cassette 14 of 2nd receipt room 2b. 

[0026] ** N2 after carrying out vacuum suction of each ** like the example 2 above-mentioned example 1 Gas 
is supplied and it is each interior of a room N2 It considers as a gas ambient atmosphere. And the wafer W 
received from receipt room 2a and 2b by the conveyance means 6 is conveyed in the receipt room 3 for 
pretreatment, and particle, natural oxidation film, etc. which conveyed the wafer W by which temporary 
maintenance was carried out at the buffer cassette 38 of the receipt room 3 for pretreatment to the pre-treatment 
equipment 50, and adhered to Wafer W are removed. 

[0027] After delivering the wafer W to which pretreatment was performed by the pre-treatment equipment 50 to 
the wafer boat 31 of the processing rooms la and lb like the above-mentioned example 1 and carrying out 
surface treatment with surface treatment equipment 40, it delivers to receipt room 2a and the wafer cassette 14 
of 2b, and processing of Wafer W is completed. 

[0028] ** Although the example 3 above-mentioned examples 1 and 2 explained the case where conveyed the 
wafer W taken out from receipt room 2a or 2b to one processing room la or lb, and it processed with surface 
treatment equipment 40, it is also possible to perform surface treatment of a different class continuously. 
[0029] That is, surface treatment is carried out, for example with the 1st surface treatment equipment 40, after 
receiving the wafer W set to 1st processing room la with the conveyance means 6, it can convey in 2nd 
processing room lb, and the 2nd surface treatment equipment 40 can perform surface treatment. In this case, 
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what is necessary is to often convey the 1st surface treatment equipment 40 and the 2nd surface treatment 
equipment 40 in the receipt room 3 for pretreatment, when pretreatment of Wafer W is required even if reverse, 
and just to convey Wafer W in the 1st or processing room lof ** 2nd a, and lb, after pretreating. 
[0030] In addition, although the above-mentioned example explained the case where two processing rooms la 
and lb, two receipt room 2a, 2b, and one receipt room 3 for pretreatment were arranged in the perimeter 
centering on the conveyance room 4 You may be the structure which did not necessarily have to consider as 
such arrangement structure and arranged one processing room la or lb, receipt room 2a, or 2b in the perimeter 
of the conveyance room 4 at least. 

[0031] Although the above-mentioned example explained the case where a processed object was a semi- 
conductor wafer, a processed object is not necessarily restricted to a semi-conductor wafer, and conveyance 
processing can be similarly carried out about for example, not a thing but a LCD substrate or a printed circuit 
board, a photo mask, a ceramic substrate, and a compact disk. 
[0032] 

[Effect of the Invention] Since it is constituted as mentioned above according to the conveyance processor of 
this invention as explained above, the following effectiveness is acquired. 

[0033] 1) Since the receipt room, the receipt room for pretreatment, and the conveyance interior of a room 
which are connected through an airtight closing motion means are made into a predetermined gas ambient 
atmosphere according to the conveyance processor according to claim 1, while being able to intercept the 
processed object under unsettled and processing with atmospheric air and being able to protect it from air 
pollution, improvement in the product yield can be aimed at. Moreover, since a conveyance room is arranged 
between a processing room, a receipt room, and the receipt room for pretreatment, with one kind of conveyance 
means, a processed object can be conveyed and a deployment of an installation tooth space and the 
miniaturization of equipment can be attained. 

[0034] 2) Since the drive interior of a room divided from a conveyance room is made into a predetermined gas 
ambient atmosphere apart from a conveyance room according to the conveyance processor according to claim 2, 
the rise-and-fall mechanical component of the drive interior of a room is made as for Lycium chinense to a 
vacuum ambient atmosphere in a predetermined gas ambient atmosphere at ****, and low-cost-izing of a 
configuration member and reduction-ization of consumption capacity can be attained. 



[Translation done.] 
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TECHNICAL FIELD 



[Industrial Application] This invention relates to the conveyance processor which conveys processed objects, 
such as for example, a semi-conductor wafer, in the predetermined processing section. 
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PRIOR ART 



[Description of the Prior Art] The impurity installation equipment which generally introduces the thin film 
deposition system which forms a thin film on the surface of a wafer, the oxidation system which forms an oxide 
film, and an impurity in the manufacture process of a semi-conductor wafer (a wafer is told to below) is used 
And the surface treatment equipment processed with a gas reaction and heating is used as equipment which 
forms these thin films, an oxide film, etc. 

[0003] In order to process a wafer conventionally using this kind of surface treatment equipment, after heat- 
treating with conveyance means, such as a conveyance arm, from the cassette which held the wafer of 
predetermined number of sheets by conveying a wafer to the processing interior of a room of drawing and 
surface treatment equipment, the wafer is taken out from the processing room. Moreover, in order to aim at 
improvement in processing efficiency, while arranging two or more surface treatment equipments, the 
conveyance means is arranged to the processing room of each surface treatment equipment. 
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EFFECT OF THE INVENTION 



[Effect of the Invention] Since it is constituted as mentioned above according to the conveyance processor of 
this invention as explained above, the following effectiveness is acquired. 

[0033] 1) Since the receipt room, the receipt room for pretreatment, and the conveyance interior of a room 
which are connected through an airtight closing motion means are made into a predetermined gas ambient 
atmosphere according to the conveyance processor according to claim 1, while being able to intercept the 
processed object under unsettled and processing with atmospheric air and being able to protect it from air 
pollution, improvement in the product yield can be aimed at. Moreover, since a conveyance room is arranged 
between a processing room, a receipt room, and the receipt room for pretreatment, with one kind of conveyance 
means, a processed object can be conveyed and a deployment of an installation tooth space and the 
miniaturization of equipment can be attained. 

[0034] 2) Since the drive interior of a room divided from a conveyance room is made into a predetermined gas 
ambient atmosphere apart from a conveyance room according to the conveyance processor according to claim 2 
the nse-and-fall mechanical component of the drive interior of a room is made as for Lycium chinense to a 
vacuum ambient atmosphere in a predetermined gas ambient atmosphere at ****, and low-cost-izing of a 
configuration member and reduction-ization of consumption capacity can be attained. 
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TECHNICAL PROBLEM 



[Problem(s) to be Solved by the Invention] However, in this conventional kind of equipment, since it was 
conveying to the direct-processing interior of a room out of atmospheric air when conveying a processed object 
m the processing room of surface treatment equipment, the processed object was exposed into atmospheric air, 
air pollution of the processed object was carried out by adhesion of a contaminant, formation of the natural 
oxidation film, etc., and there was a possibility of causing the fall of the product yield. 
[0005] moreover, since it was necessary to also make a conveyance means into two or more need to two or 
more processing rooms, or to make the successive range of a conveyance means large when two or more 
processing rooms are prepared, while enlarging the installation tooth space, there was also a problem that 
equipment had to be enlarged. 

[0006] It aims at offering the conveyance processor which this invention was made in view of the above- 
mentioned situation, prevents the air pollution before processing of a processed object, and aims at 
improvement in the product yield, and enabled it to attain a deployment of an installation tooth space, and the 
miniaturization of equipment. 
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MEANS 



[Means for Solving the Problem] In order to attain the above-mentioned purpose, the conveyance processor of 
this invention The processing room which processes a processed object, the receipt room which contains a 
processed object, and the receipt room for pretreatment which contains the processed object pretreated The 
conveyance room arranged through an airtight closing motion means between the above-mentioned processing 
room, a receipt room, and the receipt room for pretreatment, It is arranged in the above-mentioned conveyance 
interior of a room, a conveyance means to manage taking out and carrying in of the above-mentioned 
processing room, a receipt room, and the processed object of the receipt interior of a room for pretreatment is 
provided, and it carries out carrying out the above-mentioned processing room, a receipt room, the receipt room 
for pretreatment, and the conveyance interior of a room as a predetermined gas ambient atmosphere as the 
description. 

[0008] Although it will be easy to be the thing of the device of arbitration if the above-mentioned conveyance 
means is arranged in the conveyance interior of a room and taking out and carrying in of a processing room a 
receipt room, and the processed object of the receipt interior of a room for pretreatment are managed in this' 
invention A conveyance means is preferably constituted from a conveyance mechanical component exposed to 
the conveyance interior of a room, and the above-mentioned conveyance room and the rise-and-fall mechanical 
component arranged in the drive interior of a room divided. Between the above-mentioned conveyance 
mechanical component and a rise-and-fall mechanical component It is better to arrange an airtight means to 
intercept a conveyance room and a drive room, when a conveyance mechanical component is maximum- 
exposed to the conveyance interior of a room, and to make the above-mentioned drive interior of a room into a 
predetermined gas ambient atmosphere apart from the above-mentioned conveyance room 
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OPERATION 



[Function] According to the conveyance processor of this invention constituted as mentioned above, by making 
into a predetermined gas ambient atmosphere the receipt room, the receipt room for pretreatment, and the 
conveyance interior of a room which are connected through an airtight closing motion means, the processed 
object under unsettled and processing can be intercepted with atmospheric air, and can be protected from air 
pollution. Moreover, a processed object can be conveyed with one kind of conveyance means by arranging a 
conveyance room between a processing room, a receipt room, and the receipt room for pretreatment Moreover, 
the rise-and-fall mechanical component of the drive interior of a room is made as for Lycium chinense to a 
vacuum ambient atmosphere at **** at a predetermined gas ambient atmosphere by making into a 
predetermined gas ambient atmosphere the drive interior of a room divided from a conveyance room apart from 
a conveyance room. 
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EXAMPLE 



[Example] The example of this invention is explained at a detail based on a drawing below. Here, the case 
where the conveyance processor of this invention is applied to the surface treatment equipment of a wafer is 
explained. 

[001 1] As for drawing 1 , the outline block diagram of the conveyance processor of this invention is shown, 
and, as for drawing 2 , that outline perspective view is shown. 

[0012] Two processing rooms la and lb where the conveyance processor of this invention processes the wafer 
W which is a processed object, It comes to provide two receipt room 2a which contains Wafer W, 2b, the 
receipt room 3 for pretreatment which contains the wafer W pretreated, and the conveyance room 4 arranged 
through the gate valve 5 which is an airtight closing motion means between the processing rooms la and lb, 
receipt room 2a, 2b, and the receipt room 3 for pretreatment. And in the conveyance room 4, a conveyance ' 
means 6 to manage taking out and carrying in of the wafer W in the processing rooms la and lb, receipt room 
2a, 2b, and the receipt room 3 for pretreatment is arranged. Moreover, inert gas, such as nitrogen (N2) gas and 
an argon (Ar), or the supply pipe 7 (N2 gas supply line is told to below) of mixed gas with these is conveyance 
minded [ the processing rooms la and lb, receipt room 2a, 2b, the receipt room 3 for pretreatment, and / 4 ] for 
example, respectively, and it is N2. While the source 8 of gas supply is connected, the vacuum pump 10 is ' 
connected through the exhaust pipe 9. In addition, bulbs 1 1 and 12 are arranged by the gas supply line 8 and the 
exhaust pipe 9, respectively. 

[0013] Receipt room 2a which holds Wafer W, and 2b come to provide gate valve 5a which opens and closes 
between external atmospheric-air ambient atmospheres, and the turntable 13 which rotates by the rolling 
mechanism which is not illustrated, and five wafer cassettes 14 are laid at equal intervals on the turntable 13 in 
the hoop direction. Thus, receipt room 2a constituted and 2b are N2 from the gas supply line 7 after 
decompressing to the predetermined degree of vacuum with the vacuum pump 10. It is N2 from the vent pipe 
which is not illustrated where gas is supplied. Gas is exhausted and it is always new N2. When gas circulates 
the particle generated in receipt room 2a and 2b was discharged, and adhesion of particle to Wafer W is 
controlled. 

[0014] The conveyance means 6 arranged in the conveyance room 4 consists of a conveyance mechanical 
component 15 exposed in the conveyance room 4, and a rise-and-fall mechanical component 17 arranged in the 
conveyance room 4 and the drive room 16 divided, as shown in drawing 3 . In this case, the drive base 19 which 
goes up and down the upper part of the drive room 16 by the rise-and-fall motor 18 by which the conveyance 
mechanical component 15 is arranged in the drive room 16, 1st arm 22a which rotates horizontally with the 
drive motor 21 arranged through the airtight means 20 of a magnetic seal etc. in the drive base 19, It is formed 
by the multi-indirect conveyance arm robot which consists of wafer maintenance arm it is connected [ wafer / 
point / of arm 22of ** 2nd it is connected / 22/ point / of 1st arm 22a / pivotable b, and 2nd arm 22b ] pivotable 
22c. Thus, the conveyance means 6 constituted is formed free [ a perpendicular direction (V), horizontal 
rotation (theta), and migration in the flexible direction (H) ] of the drive of the rise-and-fall motor 18 and a 
drive motor 21. In addition, although the drawing explained the case where wafer maintenance arm 22c was 
one, it is also possible to set spacing for wafer maintenance arm 22c suitably perpendicularly, and to prepare 
more than one (for example, five pieces) to it. Moreover, the movable block 23 has fixed in the lower limit 
section of the drive base 19, and this movable block 23 is screwed in the ball-thread shaft 25 arranged in 
parallel with a guide rail 24 while it is arranged possible [ sliding ] along with two guide rails 24 arranged 
perpendicularly m parallel in the drive room 16. And the ball-thread shaft 25 is connected with the rise-and-fall 
motor 18 through the transfer devices 26, such as a gear. Therefore, the ball-thread shaft 25 rotates through the 
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transfer device 26 by the drive of the rise-and-fall motor 18, and the drive base 19 and the conveyance 
mechanical component 15 go up and down through the movable block 23 with rotation of the ball-thread shaft 

[0015] Moreover, the tie-down plate 28 is arranged in the upper part of the movable block 23 of the drive base 
19 through the accordion tube 27 made from the stainless steel for buffer prevention, and the top face of this tie- 
down plate 28 is equipped with O ring 29 which is an airtight means to contact the circumference inferior 
surface of tongue of up opening of the drive room 16. Therefore, when the drive base 19 moves to the topmost 
part by the drive of the rise-and-fall motor 18, and O ring 29 contacts the up inferior surface of tongue of the 
drive room 16, the conveyance room 4 is divided by the airtight condition in the drive room 16. 
[0016] Furthermore, N2 [ different from the gas supply line 7 connected to the drive room 16 constituted as 
mentioned above at the conveyance room 4 ] Gas supply line 7a is minded and it is N2. While source-of-supply 
8a is connected, a vent pipe 30 is connected, and for the conveyance room 4, the inside of the drive room 16 is 
N2 by the gas supply system of another network. It sets in a gas ambient atmosphere. 
[0017] As mentioned above, it is not necessary to make into vacuums a drive system 18, i.e., the rise-and-fall 
motor, an encoder which is not illustrated of the rise-and-fall mechanical component 17, and the thing for usual 
atmospheric air can be used by carrying out separation formation of the conveyance means 6 at the conveyance 
mechanical component 15 and the rise-and-fall mechanical component 17. Moreover, N2 where the conveyance 
mechanical component 15 is maximum-exposed in the conveyance room 4, after making the inside of the 
conveyance room 4 into a vacua Since gas can be supplied, it is little N2. The oxygen (02) concentration in the 
conveyance room 4 can be fallen by use of gas. 

[0018] The surface treatment equipment 40 which heat-treats to coincidence two or more wafers W which the 
above-mentioned processing rooms la and lb came to arrange in the interior the wafer boat 31 which goes up 
and down Wafer W, and were held by the wafer boat 31 above the processing rooms la and lb is carried. In this 
case, the ramp 33 which it can go up and down with the drive which is not illustrated to a pedestal 32 as a wafer 
boat 31 is shown in drawing,! , The rotor plate 34 bearing of the rotation of is made free by the rolling 
mechanism which is not illustrated on this ramp 33, It consists of a heat insulating mould 35 laid pivotable on 
this rotor plate 34, and four stanchions 36 set up above a heat insulating mould 35, and by the retention groove 
(not shown) of spacing, such as having been prepared in the opposite side face of each strut 36, two or more 
wafers W can be set and spacing can be held now. 

[0019] As surface treatment equipment 40 is shown in drawing 5 , the principal part consists of reaction 
containers 43 which consist of a container liner 41 made from a quartz which sets spacing suitably in the shape 
of a said alignment, and is arranged, and an outer case 42 made from a quartz. Moreover, the outer case 42 and 
the container liner 41 are held in that lower limit with the tubed manifold 45 formed by stainless steel etc., 
respectively, and this manifold 45 is being fixed with the base plate which is not illustrated. Opening of the 
lower limit section of a manifold 45 is opened and closed in the ramp 33 of the above-mentioned wafer boat 31. 
Moreover, the injector 46 is airtightly inserted into the reaction container 43 from the side face of a manifold 
45, and inner one end of this manifold 45 was crooked in the shape of L character, and is perpendicularly 
extended towards the upper part inside the container liner 41. Disilane (CiH2 C12) gas and ammonia gas (NH3) 
which are gas for CVD from the source of gas supply (not shown) connected to the outer edge side of an 
injector 46 It is supplied in the reaction container 43 from effluence-of-gas opening 46a. The raw gas with 
which processing was presented within the reaction container 43 is discharged outside from the exhaust air way 
47 established in the side face of a manifold 45. 

[0020] On the other hand, the pre-treatment equipments 50, such as a washing station, are connected with the 
receipt room 3 for pretreatment through the gate valve 5. In this receipt room 3 for pretreatment, the wafer 
temporary attaching part 37 which carries out the temporary receipt of the required wafer W of pretreatment is 
arranged. This wafer temporary attaching part 37 can carry out temporary maintenance of the wafer W at the 
retention groove 39 which set regular intervals to the wall with which it comes to lay the rectangle frame-like 
buffer cassette 38 in ramp 33a which can go up and down freely with the drive which is not illustrated to 
pedestal 32a, and the buffer cassette 38 counters, and was prepared in it, as shown in drawing 6 . Therefore, 
where temporary maintenance of the wafer W conveyed with the conveyance means 6 is carried out at the ' 
buffer cassette 38, Wafer W can be held with the conveyance arm 51 by the side of a pre-treatment equipment 
50, it can convey to a pre-treatment equipment, and batch processing and sheet processing can be changed in the 
receipt room 3 for pretreatment. 



http://www4.ipdl.ncipi.go.jp/cgi-bin/tran_web_cgi_ejje 



10/15/2004 



Page 3 of 4 



[0021] Next, the actuation mode of the conveyance processor of this invention is explained with reference to 
drawing 1 . 

[0022] ** an example 1 -- N2 after operating a vacuum pump 10 and first making the inside of receipt room 2a, 
2b, the conveyance room 4, the processing rooms la and lb, and the receipt room 3 for pretreatment into a 
vacua on the occasion of use each interior of a room from the source 8 of gas supply - N2 gas - supplying -- 
each interior of a room -- N2 It is made a gas ambient atmosphere. Under the present circumstances, the 
conveyance mechanical component 15 of the conveyance means 6 arranged in the conveyance room 4 is moved 
to the best location, the drive room 16 and the conveyance room 4 are intercepted with O ring 29, and it is N2 of 
another network in the drive room 16. Source of gas supply 8a to N2 The inside of the drive room 16 is also N2 
by supplying gas. It is made a gas ambient atmosphere and is 02 of each **. Concentration is reduced. 
[0023] Next, the gate valve 5 between 1st receipt room 2a and the conveyance room 4 opens wide. After 
receiving Wafer W from the inside of the wafer cassette 14 by which wafer maintenance arm 22c of the 
conveyance means 6 inserted into receipt room 2a, and was contained in receipt room 2a, the gate valve 5 
between the conveyance room 4 and 1st processing room la opens wide. Wafer maintenance arm 22c inserts 
into 1st processing room la, and a wafer is delivered to the wafer boat 31 in 1st processing room la. 
[0024] Thus, predetermined processing is performed, after the gate valve 5 between the conveyance room 4 and 
1st processing room la closing, and a wafer boat's 31 going up, after delivering the wafer W of predetermined 
number of sheets to a wafer boat 31, and inserting into the reaction container 43 of the 1st surface-preparation 
equipment 40 and intercepting the reaction container 43 and 1st processing room la with the ramp 33 of a wafer 
boat 31. While performing surface treatment of Wafer W in the 1st surface treatment equipment 40, it is also 
possible to deliver the wafer W in 2nd receipt room 2b to the wafer boat 31 in 2nd processing room lb, and to 
process Wafer W with the 2nd surface treatment equipment 40 like the above with the conveyance means 6. 
[0025] After descending a wafer boat 31 from the reaction container 43 after the surface preparation of Wafer 
W is completed, and moving into 1st processing room la, by actuation contrary to the above-mentioned, the 
wafer [ finishing / processing ] W is delivered to the wafer cassette 14 in 1st receipt room 2a, and processing of 
Wafer W is completed. Moreover, the wafer [ finishing / processing of 2nd processing room lb / similarly ] W 
is received and passed to the wafer cassette 14 of 2nd receipt room 2b. 

[0026] ** N2 after carrying out vacuum suction of each ** like the example 2 above-mentioned example 1 Gas 
is supplied and it is each interior of a room N2 It considers as a gas ambient atmosphere. And the wafer W 
received from receipt room 2a and 2b by the conveyance means 6 is conveyed in the receipt room 3 for 
pretreatment, and particle, natural oxidation film, etc. which conveyed the wafer W by which temporary 
maintenance was carried out at the buffer cassette 38 of the receipt room 3 for pretreatment to the pre-treatment 
equipment 50, and adhered to Wafer W are removed. 

[0027] After delivering the wafer W to which pretreatment was performed by the pre-treatment equipment 50 to 
the wafer boat 31 of the processing rooms la and lb like the above-mentioned example 1 and carrying out 
surface treatment with surface treatment equipment 40, it delivers to receipt room 2a and the wafer cassette 14 
of 2b, and processing of Wafer W is completed. 

[0028] ** Although the example 3 above-mentioned examples 1 and 2 explained the case where conveyed the 
wafer W taken out from receipt room 2a or 2b to one processing room la or lb, and it processed with surface 
treatment equipment 40, it is also possible to perform surface treatment of a different class continuously. 
[0029] That is, surface treatment is carried out, for example with the 1st surface treatment equipment 40, after 
receiving the wafer W set to 1st processing room la with the conveyance means 6, it can convey in 2nd 
processing room lb, and the 2nd surface treatment equipment 40 can perform surface treatment. In this case, 
what is necessary is to often convey the 1 st surface treatment equipment 40 and the 2nd surface treatment 
equipment 40 in the receipt room 3 for pretreatment, when pretreatment of Wafer W is required even if reverse, 
and just to convey Wafer W in the 1 st or processing room 1 of ** 2nd a, and 1 b, after pretreating. 
[0030] In addition, although the above-mentioned example explained the case where two processing rooms la 
and lb, two receipt room 2a, 2b, and one receipt room 3 for pretreatment were arranged in the perimeter 
centering on the conveyance room 4 You may be the structure which did not necessarily have to consider as 
such arrangement structure and arranged one processing room la or lb, receipt room 2a, or 2b in the perimeter 
of the conveyance room 4 at least. 

[0031] Although the above-mentioned example explained the case where a processed object was a semi- 
conductor wafer, a processed object is not necessarily restricted to a semi-conductor wafer, and conveyance 
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processing can be similarly carried out about for example, not a thing but a LCD substrate or a printed circuit 
board, a photo mask, a ceramic substrate, and a compact disk. 
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DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS 



[Brief Description of the Drawings] 

[Drawing 1] It is the outline block diagram of the conveyance processor of this invention. 
[Drawing .!] It is the outline perspective view of the conveyance processor of this invention. 
[Drawin g^] It is the sectional view showing the conveyance means in this invention. 

[Drawin gj4] It is the outline perspective view showing the wafer boat and conveyance means in this invention. 
[Drawing 5] It is the sectional view showing the heat treating furnace in this invention. 

[Drawin g] It is the outline perspective view showing the installation base of the pretreatment receipt room in 

this invention. 

[Description of Notations] 

W Semi-conductor wafer (processed object) 

la, lb Processing room 

2a, 2b Receipt room 

3 Receipt Room for Pretreatment 

4 Conveyance Room 

5 Gate Valve (Airtight Closing Motion Means) 

6 Conveyance Means 

7 7a N2 Gas supply line 

8 8a N2 Source of gas supply 
10 Vacuum Pump 

1 5 Conveyance Mechanical Component 

16 Drive Room 

17 Rise-and-Fall Mechanical Component 
29 O Ring (Airtight Means) 

40 Surface Treatment Equipment 
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DRAWINGS 




[Drawing 1] 
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[Drawing 6] 




[Drawing 5] 
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Abstract of JP61 51 558 
PURPOSE:To prevent air pollution before the 
processing of a processed body, to improve a 
product yield, and to achieve the effective 
utilization of an installation space and the 
miniaturization of a transfer processing device. 

CONSTITUTION:Processing chambers 1a and 
1b, storage chambers 2a and 2b, and a pre- 
processing storage chamber 3 are disposed 
around a transfer chamber 4 via gate valves 5. 
A transfer means 6 is disposed in the transfer 
chamber 4 for managing the transfer of a 
wafer W from and into the processing 
chambers 1a and 1b, the storage chambers 2a 
and 2b and the pre-processing storage 
chamber 3. An N2 gas supply source 8 is 
connected respectively to the processing 
chambers 1a and 1b, the storage chambers 2a 
and 2b, the pre- processing chamber 3 and the 
transfer chamber 4 via an N2 gas supply pipe 
7. Also, a vacuum pump 10 is connected to 
them via an exhaust pipe 9. Thereby, the 
processing chambers 1a and 1b, the storage 
chambers 2a and 2b, the pre- processing 
chamber 3 and the transfer chamber 4 are 
filled with an atmosphere of N2 gas, and 
hence it is possible to prevent the adhesion of 
a natural oxide film and particles to the surface 
of the wafer W in a non-processed state or 
while it is being processed. 
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-364- 



(5) 



ftBH¥6-l 5 15 58 



7 



8 



X/\t;:ia*>ftt>©"T?B&<> «*.tfLCD£«fc*V>tt £, 

•/>J>hSfi. 7*h-7Xi>. t7;-^Ifi. [04] Cl©B9iK:l3tt*OXA#-hi«2i*g:&j£ 

T#*. [0 5] ^©?6WC*itSfSiffi?i^*^-r«iiHT* 
[0032] 

[£iiB®$&£] Et±KiSWtfc«fc^l'. d©8W©»2l [B6] ^©»^C*ttiilfflaiRttS«)<Kfi^S*-r 

«T©«t5 e-n*. ^ mnnrnn 

[0033] i) i &momm®&&mz£n w fi*>>iA (ssaaflo 

«. ^PBBiTa^u-d&fcsnsiKttg, mifflaffl i a. i b ©as 

jRW^a^w^rt^sro^x^fflat-rswi?, * 2 a, 2 b wm. 

m&amzEmtznt. lmmommmz^TK. e mm 

teWtt-OMmZftoCttf-eZ* SfiX^-X©^fi] 7,7 a N2 

ffl&tfgg©>MMbl*BnS. 8, 8 a N2 #Xtt»SiR 

[0034] 2) it*«2S2«©«sjaa^Bn«j:n a? 10 

a. mmm->z>zmi<n%m.W}£to&mm£t9i\zm%. 15 «eisrei!i» 

tfx^imic-raoT. K»3i»3©IWMB»«&Jt$£ 1 6 

»*t©«3 x Mb&tf xa©fiS{t#0n*. 29 o u >if (&mm 

[B 1 1 C©«W©»2USa»fi©«>S«|jSB-C«5. 




-365- 



(6) 



5 15 58 



[01] 



[H3] 



= /lb I — = — I 11 J 




it. ib *as 

Si. 2b cms 

3 AfcS3a*£ 

4 »a* 



6 tSfR 

7. 7 o NJ 

8. 8 i N2 

4 0 *K*a*a 




-ram 




i 5 tacftff 

2 6 «»K 

1 7 ffRCll 

2 9 o 




-366- 



(7) 



5 1 55 8 



l®4) 



185) 



L-J 



j 



-40 





imB] ¥JS4*F1 2fl 16B 

mmttstmst,) 0019 

10 0 19] m&&£®4 OIS. pg5|-^f«t5 
4 1 £e£«©#g 4 2 £frt,teZKfo®2S4 3(CTi 



*ITW*. V-*-^K4 5©T*8B©Bln»f4±|B^ 
XA#- h 3 1 ©fc»fc 3 3 CTH«ati*J:5icfr, 

▼=*-*K4 6©r^ttL«HaMSftT. ft* 

*6CVDffl©^T**S?->?> ( S j H2 C 12 ) 
*f**7>*=7tf* (NH3 ) *»*fX«fflP4 6a* 
6R««»4 3i*3fcftiesn*J:3Ka t>Tts5 . KJ6 
$84 3«TfflaCttSn«:ffia^ttV=*-;PH4 



(72)5gB^ m m 

&%M%»!K#mmvim 1 ts 2 mi 



-367- 



This Page is Inserted by IFW Indexing and Scanning 
Operations and is not part of the Official Record 

BEST AVAILABLE IMAGES 

Defective images within this document are accurate representations of the original 
documents submitted by the applicant. 

Defects in the images include but are not limited to the items checked: 

□ BLACK BORDERS 

□ IMAGE CUT OFF AT TOP, BOTTOM OR SIDES 

□ FADED TEXT OR DRAWING 

$ BLURRED OR ILLEGIBLE TEXT OR DRAWING 

□ SKEWED/SLANTED IMAGES 

□ COLOR OR BLACK AND WHITE PHOTOGRAPHS 

□ GRAY SCALE DOCUMENTS 

^1 LINES OR MARKS ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT 

□ REFERENCE(S) OR EXHIBIT(S) SUBMITTED ARE POOR QUALITY 

□ OTHER: 

IMAGES ARE BEST AVAILABLE COPY. 
As rescanning these documents will not correct the image 
problems checked, please do not report these problems to 
the IFW Image Problem Mailbox. 



